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The United States and all members of the 
alliance strongly support the aspirations of 
their people, and we pledge to stand with 
them as they continue to work on reform. 
Together we will continue to help build a 
Europe that is stable, strong, and free. We’ll 
bring more stability to a once troubled Bal-
kan region. We will be able to demonstrate 
the benefits that come from siding with the 
forces of freedom. 

NATO’s door must remain open to other 
nations in Europe that share our love for lib-
erty and demonstrate a commitment to re-
form and seek to strengthen their ties with 
the transatlantic community. We must give 
other nations seeking membership a full and 
fair hearing. As we invite new members 
today, we’re also clear that the progress of 
enlargement will continue. 

The alliance has always welcomed those 
willing to make the sacrifices necessary to 
protect our nations and serves as forces for 
peace. And that is what’s made our alliance 
unbreakable, and that is why NATO remains 
the most successful alliance in the history on 
behalf of human freedom. 

Congratulations, and thank you. 
Secretary General Jakob Gijsbert 

‘‘Jaap’’ de Hoop Scheffer of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. at the 
Palace of Parliament. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Traian Basescu of Romania. 

Remarks Following a Discussion 
With Prime Minister Calin Popescu- 
Tariceanu of Romania in Bucharest 
April 4, 2008 

Interpreter. Hello; good day. Of course 
our discussion was a very useful and very 
pleasant one. We discussed both bilateral 
issues between Romania and the United 
States. I expressed to the—to President Bush 
our gratitude for having had the trust to have 
Romania organize this important NATO 
summit in Bucharest. 

The organization of the NATO summit in 
Bucharest was very symbolic. It is part of a 
much larger vision and concept, this vision 
being that to strengthen and to unify Europe 

after the fall of the Iron Curtain. And the 
idea was to foster, to strengthen the alliance 
in the eastern and southeastern flank, from 
the Baltic Sea all the way to the Black Sea 
and the Mediterranean. That is how we have 
to interpret the membership of Albania and 
Croatia to NATO, the future membership of 
Macedonia, and eventual Georgia and 
Ukraine membership as well. 

But our discussion was not limited to that. 
We also discussed other issues of political 
and economic relationship between our 
countries and about the U.S. investments in 
our country. And I shared with President 
Bush my ambition, my hope, and actually, 
my dream that to see a very important indus-
trial investment from the United States in 
Romania, an investment with which generate 
common interests and would foster even 
more our partnership. And I’m referring to 
the Ford company and of course, a common 
interest like this would make me feel, as a 
citizen and as a Prime Minister, much more 
protected by our common interests. 

I would like to also mention another initia-
tive which was announced by the President 
yesterday, which was the creation of an 
American-Romanian foundation which will 
set up educational programs and grants for 
Romanian students. I’m talking about the 
seed money of $100 million, which could 
be—— 

Prime Minister Popescu-Tariceanu. 
One hundred and fifty. 

President Bush. One hundred and fifty. 
Don’t short-change it. 

Interpreter. ——$150 million, which in 
time will arrive at $1 billion investment, 
which will create—which would be an invest-
ment in the future, creating the future—Ro-
manian Ambassadors to United States or the 
American Ambassadors to Romania—it 
would be our hope. 

Prime Minister Popescu-Tariceanu. 
Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime 
Minister. We just had a great—we had a 
good meeting, because we’re good friends. 
All right. Okay, I’ll just keep going. 

Interpreter. I was actually told that every-
body speaks English, so I should not inter-
pret. 
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President Bush. Okay, fine. I’ll speak in 
Romanian. [Laughter] Anyway, we had a very 
good meeting, Mr. Prime Minister. Thank 
you for your time. First of all, I want to con-
gratulate the Government, yourself, for 
hosting a very successful NATO summit. It’s 
not easy to host as many automobiles, body-
guards, world leaders, hanger-oners as you 
did. And yet you did it and you organized 
well. Everybody who came to the summit was 
most impressed. I really do want to thank 
you, and I want to thank the people of Bu-
charest for their patience. I apologize for the 
inconvenience, but I do think it was a good 
sign, and it was important for your country 
to be the host of this important event. And 
it was a very successful summit. 

We had good discussions about a success-
ful bilateral relationship as well. I told the 
Prime Minister, one reason why capital 
comes to a country is because people feel 
comfortable about taking risk. I also con-
gratulated him on these big investments that 
are coming; it’s a good sign. And the people 
of Romania ought to be—appreciate the fact 
that the conditions are such that people are 
willing to invest. And by the way, investment 
creates jobs, which is also—will have a direct 
benefit for the people of Romania. 

I also congratulated the Prime Minister on 
having a 16 percent flat tax. I’m a little envi-
ous. I would like to have been able to achieve 
the same objective for our Tax Code. And 
it was a smart thing to get done, cause I think 
those kinds of policies will enable the Roma-
nian folks to have a bright future. 

We talked about energy; we also talked 
about visas. There is a real contradiction here 
that’s hard for the people of Romania to un-
derstand in that, on the one hand, how can 
certain people within the EU be treated one 
way and Romanians be treated another way, 
when it comes to visas? And I fully under-
stand that contradiction, Mr. Prime Minister. 
Our Congress passed new law—it frankly 
wasn’t as good as I thought it should be, but 
nevertheless, it is the law of the land cause 
I signed it into law. 

And we will work with your Government 
on a couple of matters, one, to figure out 
why the rejection rate is so high. There needs 
to be more transparency, and the Prime Min-
ister made it very clear that we have an obli-

gation to explain why certain folks are not 
getting visas. And we’ll do that. And—— 

Prime Minister Popescu-Tariceanu. 
Thank you. 

President Bush. ——the other thing is, 
obviously, we’ve got law on our books that 
we need to work with you, to help everybody 
understand in the process what compliance 
means. 

Overall, the trip here has been great. This 
is the second time I’ve come. I didn’t have 
quite the dramatic rainbow scene this time 
as I did the first time I came, but it’s—clearly 
there’s been a lot of progress. The city looks 
different to me. The spirit is still strong. 
Freedom has taken hold, and I congratulate 
you, the Government, and all involved for 
the progress you’ve made. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Popescu-Tariceanu. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. at the 
Victoria Palace. Prime Minister Popescu- 
Tariceanu spoke partly in Romanian, and those 
portions of his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. 

Statement on the 40th Anniversary of 
the Death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 4, 2008 

Forty years ago today, America was robbed 
of one of history’s most consequential advo-
cates for equality and civil rights. On this day, 
we mourn the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and we celebrate his power-
ful and eloquent message of justice and hope. 

Dr. King was a man of courage and vision. 
He understood that love and compassion will 
always triumph over bitterness and hatred. 
His words and deeds inspired Americans of 
all races to confront prejudice and to work 
to ensure that our country is a land of oppor-
tunity for all its men and women. 

We have made progress on Dr. King’s 
dream, yet the struggle is not over. Ensuring 
freedom and equality for all Americans re-
mains one of our most important responsibil-
ities. As we reflect upon Dr. King’s life and 
legacy, we must recommit ourselves to fol-
lowing his lasting example of service to oth-
ers. 
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